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i TORE forces sale of MJG."—syon muas hawe scen those

pathetic adwertisemends in the medoring magazines. 5o,

quite obviously have B.M.C. for by introducing the M.G.B
GT they have greatly extemded thelr potential sports car market
With a small hack seat and a large platform behand . the new
GT can convey two ndulis, two chiklren up o the age of abouw
gight and consderable quantities of luggage over longish distarces.
For the troe Gran Turmsmo, the additional human freight owghd
pethaps to be’ limited to one child or, say, 10 a child in 8
camy-cot plus n toddler, since rear-seat legroom is a litthe lmited
even for children, The determined amd enthusiastic private owmner
ooiald modify the newly created space in several ways o sui
his owm particulnr combination of baims and baggage.

All this increase in carrying capacily has been achseved without
any leseming in virlity of sacriflee of the iraditional MG
virlwes. Although the car is two hundredweight heavier than ihe
open sporis version, its performance is very little inferior, while
the handling of the GT coar, which has an anti-roll bar as a stan
dard fitting, is a good deal better than that of an open car o which
the optional anti-roll bar has mol been fitked. Mose surprisingly,
the vintage aspect of the M.G. character has not been lost: there

FRICE £H25 plus EI73 Bx. 9d. equols £998 8x. 9d. Owerdrive
£l Ss, d4d. extra with lax; Wire wheels £30 4=, Id. exira wilh
tnx: Henter £14 165, 1d. exira with tax, and 5P41 tvres £8 6=, 2d.
awlra wilth tax. Teial of car as iested £1. 113 3= hGd.

'MOTOR’ ROAD TEST No. 7/66 @ M.G.B GT

More safety fast

All this increase in carrying capacity has been
achieved without any lessening in virility or
sacrifice of the traditional M.G. virtues . . .
astonishingly smooth and flexible engine . . .’

is a purposelul clarier when starting up; the steering = direcs and
feels very positive (though rather heavy) i the besi viniage way;
ared the strasghi-cut bodiom gear emils a loud whine.

An astonishingly smooth and fAexible engine, a mech redweed
mcnse level and & taut, rigd structure justify the T appellation
and make long jourmeys effortbess. With an overall fiuel consump
tion of 20.% mpg of super premium grade the thirst of the
M.GB GT 1 reasonable considering the performance availabie
Many “elderly” ex-M.G. owners will be tempted to throw off
thesr earital saloon car chains.

Performance and ecananmy
A mwm of the staner-key first thing in the mormng elicis an
uncompromising clash of metal on metal followed by teo or three
revalations of the engine—a collection of sounds reminiscent al
an enrly Bentley. The choke has to be pulled right out fior o cold
siart and, moving off, mast be kept m that position [or 8 male or
s before being progressively pushed in.

uite marked detonasion al anythang up 1o > 00 ropome resulis
from the use of 98 octane prémbam grade foel bui, coce on #s
101 -octame dist. the MG, shows itself 1o be outstandingly smooth
and Aextble. Dufiig our Accslergtion tests it was fousd that the
engine woulkd pull smoothly without pinking on full throdle at
around 15 m.ph. in overdrive top, of roughly 700 r.pom. Despite
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being nearly two hundredweight beavier, the performance of the
GT is fitlle worse than thal of its soft-topped brother: the
0-60 moph. time is 13,2 sec. compared with | 2.6 sec. for the open
car, and although the GT beging to fall behind farther up the
speed range—with an 0490 moplh. time of 158 sec, imeead of
9 pec—ithe “maximile™ speed (attained after 8 mile of
acceleration} is virtually the same at 103.3 m.p.h. in place of 102.8
m.puh.. probably because at spesds abowe 90 m.p:h. the lower
drag of the GT takes effect. On the road. therefore, it is dawbeful
if the difference in performance would be perceptible,

Although the M.G, was taken to Belgium during its test, shori-
ness of time and excess of walic prevented us from tuking any
thing but a partial measurement of the maximum speed in over
drive top, Dse 1o ihe recent imposition of 70 m.pb, limits,
therefore, dhe outright maximum speed of 107 in direct top
(slightly faster than the opem car) and the maximum speed in
overdrive top of 103 m.p.h. have been estimated by extrapolation
from the readings of nstruments calibrated up to 100 m.p.bh—
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M.G-B GT Continued

the maximum steady speed which it was possible 1o hold oa the
banked track ar the MIRA proving pround.

With an cverall fuel consumption of 20,9 m.p.g. of super grade,
compared to 21,3 m.p.g. for the open version, and @ touring Rpure
of 29.3 mpg. against 31 mp.g., the thirsts of the two Kinds
of MUG.B are essentinlly the same Clearly, whatever is bost by
inereased weight i regained by improved asrodynamics.

Handling and brakes

The large-dinmeter, back-rimmed and wire-spoked steering whes
which @i i the driver’s lap feels very definitely and positively
connected to the front wheels; responsive and quite heavy steering
with sirong castor gives the impression of bsing more direct than
2.9 tarns from lock 1o lock would supgest. And just as the steering
immediately puts the driver in sympathy with the car, so the
nimble, responsive handling characteristics pat the car in sympathy
wilh the driver—the car & on the driver’s side. From presious
experience with vasious other M,(5.Bs we are sure that & good deal
of the credit for the excellence of these charscieristics must go to the
fitting of an anti-roll bar: one masterly wave of the Project Com
tee’s agenda has redwoed the roll angles, the initial understeer and
thee armifil of helm that went with i Overall cornering power is
increased and final oversteer postponed, The Dunlop 5P41 tyres
{an optional extra} fitted to our car most also share some of the
crodie For this.

Improved in this way. understesr is mild, and the ST corners
extremely well on smooth surfaces with little roll o tyre sguenl.
At times it seems that final oversteer has set in &t & relstively early
slage in the proceedings, but this is an illusion; a lithe analysis
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mvariably revenls that the ¢ar was cormenng Far harder than was
at first apparent, and that & favowrite bend has just been faken
an unissually hegh speed. When the change 1o oversteer does arrive
the responsive nature of the car and s steoring make it easy 1
correct. Similarly, with the SP ryres, draving in the wet presenis p
problems. Maturally the MG, canmot transcend the limitations
its live rear axle which hops if vou cormer hard on o bumpy roac

Giving almost exacily (.01 g per Ib. pedal foree over a wide rang
of pressures the brokes are very progressive and free of fad
although at times the pedal pressures felt @xccssive in our test ca
when braking hard from high spesds, The bamdbrake would hal
the car on a l-<ind slope hat could not manage 1-m-3

Transmission

O the test car—which hnd only coversd 2500 mdes when w
rogelved f—the gearbox  was rather stiff with  obsiructis
svnchromesh, so that changes could not be made with the rapdit
approprae o a car of the type. As is usual with most BM.OC
gearboxes there 5 no synchromesh on bottom, which means tha
engagement from rest can sometimes be difficul—a good el
1 o engape secomd, and then to flick rapidly back intoe bolom
I ratios of BErsl and second are ragther low for & sports car—
wheelspin can easily be achieved when restarting on a 1-in-2
slope—Ileaving & pap berween second and third which greatls
reduces the pleasare of driving on winding roads. The heavyisk
chutch has a long todal travel but is free from slip and engage
smmothly.

Comfort and controls

The ride of the M.G. has & good asal of patch over -;"J;_gh surfapss
and is one of is least endenring Festures, It i3 not redeemed by
the seais. which few of our seaff found comforable, Fore-and-aft
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adjustment is good, bat the very limited amount of rake adjust-
meml needs b be increased so that the backrests can be tilted

wilh very long legs and very shor arms could adopt the fashoon-
able straight-armed driving position, The sccelerator and brake

farther hack; i would be moch better sill if 1he whole eats wers
tilted. Lateral support i barely acceptable at the hips and
deteriorates with height up the squab until there is no supporn
at the shoulders—the driver should ot seed to hang on io the
steering wheel in a sporis car, The rear seat, which can be tilted
forward to give a clear platform is similarly oo upright, and
would become mone versatile if the back rest could alsa be tilled
back on to the plaiform. Children could then be pllowed o lie
back during a kg journey: a useful gain in comfon with the
ivpically vestigial sports car rear legroom.

Major controls such as the gear bever, handbrake and indicator
flasher stalk are generally well laid oat, but the relationship be

e i e sk asd amd i emadablke 1o remmb dh o mi sl 2 m s e a s

are nearly in the same plane. so that the toe can be tronsferred
from one to the other in one lightning movement withour moviag
the heel: their posions make woeing and heeling possible b
difficulr,

Mot so good is the lavear of the minor contrals, The rodary
heater contrals give no indicason of their seltings by feel for
might drving a8 do the lever tvpe, while the hghts, windscreen
wiper and healer blower swiaches are unlabedled and oo close
together—it i casy o operate the wrong one by mistake. Even
worse is the floor dipswitch which requires the left foot to be
moaved inle an unnatural posisen much nearer the drver.
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Since the driver is sunk into the M.G. like a currant into & bun,
it is mod CRSY [0 S2 the four comers of the car for ¢lose MANOEUY-
rng in & car park, Open road viahility is good, however, bath
frent and rear, the much desper windscresn of the GT being a
preal improvement over the open car; the headlamps—aided by
the optonal spot lamps which wene sel 1o give a spread of e
close to the car—gave a tremendous blaze of light.

When accelerafing away from rest the harsh vibratory whine
of boltom gear so0n gives way ool 1o a sports car snarl bul to a
loud throbbing bum ns the needle of the rev-coumter climbs rowund
the dial in third gear: the noise has a singing note 1o it ke a
childs humming top. Once in fop of overdrive top the car is
pleasantly quiet; there is very little engine noise, not moch road
noise and no wind noise until 80 m.p.h. i3 resched when tearing
sounds begin to emanate from a point on the ool near the drives's
head, suggesting that BM.C, have not quite done all the wind-
tunnel homewerk that they should. They could then have used
their resuls 1o add a useful itk towch of luxury in the form of an
EXLFACION Wenl aydlem Lo improve the heating and ventilation,
Although the present system is reasonably adeguate, the heater is
absurdly quoted as an extra, at £14 165, §d

Fittings and furniture

An optimistic speedometer and & rev-counter—both handsome
and well marked out—a combined oil pressure gauge and water
temperalure gauge, a feed gaope and ignition and main Beam
warning lights inform the driver of the digestive and sensory
functions of the car. An nshiray caters for the addicied, & glove
compartment and & ngid pocket by the front passenger’s legs for
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the untidy. The rear platform is easy 1o get at through the lifi-up
door and provides ample luggage space for long-distance famils
tousing without having to pile the cases so high as 10 resisicl
rear vion. Seat belt anchorages. crushahle visors and a padded
daeh consisute the safety provisions, bur the biggess safery pros
sion of all is the performance of the car and its responsive
prediciabde handling.

Servicing and accessibility

All the major servicing poinis of the M.G. such as oil fller cap.
dipstick, radiator filler cap, brake and clutch reservoirs, distr
butor, dynamo and carburetters are easy 1o reach. Maintenance
15 af o rather old-fashioned kind, with greasing to seven aippl
being required every 3N miles and an oil changs every 60007
dackmg = easy, but the jack is rather boyn-geared and mesds
MANY larfs 1 raise the car.,
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MAKE M.G.: MODEL B GT: MAKERS M.G. Car Co.,
Ltd., Abingdon, Barks.
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